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Searching PACER 

(Public Access to Court Electronic Records) 

 
Research Guide 

 
Last Updated:  January 13, 2010  

 

 

PACER:  http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/  

 

SCOPE:  This guide describes PACER (Public Access to Court Electronic Records), an online database system 

that allows users to retrieve federal case docket information, as well as copies of federal court documents from 

Federal Appellate, District and Bankruptcy courts.  

 

PACER is a service of the United States Judiciary and operated by the Administrative Office of the United 

States Courts.   

 

I. WHAT KIND OF INFORMA TION CAN I FIND ON P ACER? 

 

For each federal case, you will be able to find: 

 

Å A list of all parties and participants, including judges, trustees, and attorneys; 

Å Case details, such as the nature of the case, causes of action, and dollar demand; 

Å A chronology of dates of case events, such as filings and hearings; 

Å A claims registry; 

Å A listing of new cases each day; 

Å Appellate court opinions;  

Å Types of documents filed for certain cases; 

Å Judgments or case status; 

Å Links to actual case documents in many cases. 

 

 

II.  ACCESS 

 

Available From SDCPLL 

 

The Law Library maintains a PACER account and allows free access to PACER from the law libraryôs 

computers. SDCPLL librarians can sign you into the PACER database and show you how to search for a 

particular case at no charge, except for the price of printing any chosen documents on library printers.   

 

 

http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/
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Available From Home 

 

Alternatively, you may register to set up your own individual account to access PACER from home. There is no 

charge to register for an individual PACER account. You simply fill in the online PACER Registration form 

(https://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/psco/cgi-bin/regform.pl). After the PACER Service Center processes your 

registration form you will either be mailed your PACER login and password or, if you used a credit card to 

register, you will be able to retrieve your PACER login and password online.  For security reasons, logins and 

passwords are not e-mailed, faxed, or given over the phone.  

 

Once you receive a PACER login and password, you may login by clicking on the US Party Case Index using 

either the link in the blue bar across the top of the screen or the link on the left hand side of the screen.   

 

As a registered user, you will be charged by the number of pages you retrieve in a search. The current charge is 

$0.08 per page. PACER will then bill you on a quarterly basis for your use of the service. However, you will 

not be billed for charges until you accrue more than $10 worth of charges within a calendar year. This charge 

applies whether you view, download or print pages from your search results. 

 

For more information, see the PACER FAQ at http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/faq.html.    

 

See the PACER website for document research/retrieval fees at http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/register.html. 

 

 

III.  WHAT DATABASES CAN I  ACCESS? 

 

Through the U.S. Party/Case Index you have access to all of the District Courts, most of the Appellate Courts 

(with the exception of the 2
nd

, 11
th
 and Federal Circuit Courts of Appeals) and all of the Bankruptcy Courts. 

Documents from the United States Supreme Court are not available through PACER.   The current list of non-

participating courts is updated nightly and is available at: http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/miss-court.pl. 

 

 

IV.  CAN I PRINT , EMAIL OR SAVE PACER DOCUMENTS?  

 

 If you are using PACER at the Law Library, you can:  

 

 1. Print documents here in the library for 20¢ per page;   

 2. E-mail your search results to yourself; or  

 3. Save them to a floppy disk, CD-ROM or portable flash drive. A floppy disk or CD-ROM may be  

purchased from the Circulation desk for $1, a portable flash drive may be purchased from the 

Circulation desk for $15. 

 

 

V. HOW DO I START A SEA RCH?   

 

From the Law Library: To start a search, you must ask a SDCPLL librarian to log you into the law library 

account. 

 

From Home: You must first login into your account as shown by the illustration on the next page: 

                                               

 

https://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/psco/cgi-bin/regform.pl
http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/faq.html
http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/register.html
http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/miss-court.pl
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Click on ñloginò to access 

the login page. On the login 

page type in your PACER 

login and password to access 

the PACER database. 

Once you login you 

will be directed to this 

page. On this page, you 

can select a court type 

to search in. Once you 

select a court type, you 

can narrow your search 

by circuit court or by 

state court and by date. 
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IV .  WHAT KIND OF INFORMA TION DO I NEED TO PE RFORM A SEARCH? 

 

  A.  ALL COURT TYPES SEAR CH 

 

   
 

 

 B. APPELLATE COURT OR CIVIL COURT SEARCH 

  

               
 

If you search by all court 

types, then you must enter 

in the partyôs last name 

and first name in the 

search box. 

To begin an appellate case 

search or a civil case search, 

you must enter either the 

party name, case name or the 

nature of the suit. Only one of 

these fields can be entered to 

conduct a search. 


